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Farmiand in Ontario

AOnly 0.5% of Cana@dand area is Class 1 farmland

AOver half of the class 1 farmland is in Southern
Ontario

AAIll of Canad@ 2 bestgriclimatic zones
A70-85% of land being urbanized is class 1
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SoX why Protect Farmland?

AFood production
AFood security

AEconomic contributionsf
agriculture

AStewardship & amenitgf
the countryside

AA resourcdor future
generations
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Evolving Rationale for Protecting
Farmland

ATraditional reasons Alocal Food
AThe amenity of food  AConnectionsto health

AGlobal responsibility Alocaleconomies
REnergy AAmenity value

. ANecessity
AFuture Options A R g



Farmland Preservation:
What are the Positives 1n Ontario?

ARelativelyhigh urban densities
ASome municipalitiesvery sound policies

AA relatively high acceptance pfanning (andstate
pased restrictions)

AHigh @pabilityfarmland andhe economicsof
greservation

AUrbanintensification downtown renewal etc.




Farmland Preservation:
Areas of Concern

AExpansion of urban areas & losdarinland (4
million more people anticipated in 30 years)

AUntil recently, farmland preservation has had alow
profile

AFarmland loss is often seen as inevitable
Al 2aa 2F Tl NXSN&AXOdzi »LINE

ASome municipalitiespoor track record (rural
severances)



What are the Impacts of Notharm
Land use®n Adricultural Land?

Alntroduces restrictions on farmland
AFragment land base & consume farmland
APotential conflict with agriculture

ACan lead to changes in the rural community
ADetract from rural aesthetic
AEnvironmental and servicinmpacts




Measuring Farmland Conversion:
StartingPremise

We are challenged by the absence of data to accuratel
document changes to farmland availability over time

sSource:
GeoOttawa




Existing Methods Come With
Challenges

ACensus; Only documents land in production (e.g.
commodity prices). It may be decades before land
comes out of production following a land use decision

AAerial imageryc Varies across the province and may o
may not document the impact of land.use decisions



Land Approvals and Development

ADelay between approvals and land development

ALand often comes out of production years after approvals
have been granted

AWhen new houses are built a former agricultural use is visil
lost

AAssumed policy failure of Greenbelt or County or

Regional Planning
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