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Farmland in Ontario 

ÅOnly 0.5% of CanadaΩs land area is Class 1 farmland 

ÅOver half of the class 1 farmland is in Southern 
Ontario 

ÅAll of CanadaΩs 2 best agri-climatic zones 

Å70-85% of land being urbanized is class 1 

 



Agricultural 
Uncertainty 

Past                        Present                       Future   

Climate Change 

Water Use 

Peak Oil 



 Diary Entry:  
 June 1, 1877 

Diary Entry:  
5 generations later,  
June 1, 2007 



SoΧ why Protect Farmland? 

ÅFood production 

ÅFood security 

ÅEconomic contributions of 
agriculture 

ÅStewardship & amenity of 
the countryside 

ÅA resource for future 
generations 

 



Evolving Rationale for Protecting 
Farmland 

ÅTraditional reasons 

ÅThe amenity of food 

ÅGlobal responsibility 

ÅEnergy 

ÅFuture Options 

 

ÅLocal Food 
ÅConnections to health 
ÅLocal economies 
ÅAmenity value 
ÅNecessity 
ÅhǘƘŜǊΧ 
 

 

 



Farmland Preservation:  
What are the Positives in Ontario? 

ÅRelatively high urban densities  

ÅSome municipalities - very sound policies  

ÅA relatively high acceptance of planning (and state 
based restrictions) 

ÅHigh capability farmland and the economics of 
preservation 

ÅUrban intensification, downtown renewal, etc. 

 



Farmland Preservation:  
Areas of Concern 
ÅExpansion of urban areas & loss of farmland (4 

million more people anticipated in 30 years) 

ÅUntil recently, farmland preservation has had a low 
profile 

ÅFarmland loss is often seen as inevitable 

Å[ƻǎǎ ƻŦ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΧōǳǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦŀǊƳƭŀƴŘ 

ÅSome municipalities - poor track record (rural 
severances) 

 



What are the Impacts of Non-farm 
Land uses on Agricultural Land? 

ÅIntroduces restrictions on farmland 

ÅFragment land base & consume farmland 

ÅPotential conflict with agriculture 

ÅCan lead to changes in the rural community 

ÅDetract from rural aesthetic 

ÅEnvironmental and servicing impacts 

 

 



Measuring Farmland Conversion: 
Starting Premise 

We are challenged by the absence of data to accurately 
document changes to farmland availability over time 

Source:  
GeoOttawa 



Existing Methods Come With 
Challenges 

ÅCensus ς Only documents land in production (e.g. 
commodity prices).  It may be decades before land 
comes out of production following a land use decision. 

 

ÅAerial imagery ς Varies across the province and may or 
may not document the impact of land use decisions. 

 



Land Approvals and Development 

ÅDelay between approvals and land development 
ÅLand often comes out of production years after approvals 

have been granted 

ÅWhen new houses are built a former agricultural use is visibly 
lost 

ÅAssumed policy failure of Greenbelt or County or 
Regional Planning  
ÅtŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŜŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ǇǊƛƳŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƻǊ άǎǇǊŀǿƭέ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 

 




